A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 9
Psalm 26:126:1-12
“Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in my integrity. I have also trusted in the LORD; I shall not slip. Examine
me, O LORD, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart. For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, And I have walked in
Your truth. I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, Nor will I go in with hypocrites. I have hated the assembly of
evildoers, And will not sit with the wicked.
I will wash my hands in innocence; So I will go about Your altar, O LORD, That I may proclaim with the voice of
thanksgiving, And tell of all Your wondrous works. LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house, And the place
where Your glory dwells. Do not gather my soul with sinners, Nor my life with bloodthirsty men, In whose hands is a
sinister scheme, And whose right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; Redeem me and be
merciful to me. My foot stands in an even place; In the congregations I will bless the LORD.”

Integrity
The nursery rhyme "Old Mother Hubbard" may have originally been a criticism of government with
"bare cupboards and nothing for the poor dogs of society", nevertheless, the rhyme also portrays the "empty
cupboards" of human relationships within many families. In such situations parents are unable to pass on even
the bare bones of relational development to their children. Is it any wonder that our society is fragmented and
fractured at it's most foundational point of human coexistence, of which the family is the primary training
ground? It's time to look at our-shelves!
God, who is the architect of both family and society, gives clear insight through scripture, of what the
"cupboards" of family relationships should hold. In Proverbs 20:7 the personal integrity of parents is presented
as a source of meaningful inheritance: "The just [man] walketh in his integrity: his children [are] blessed after
him."
"Integrity" here means to possess the quality of being sound, unimpaired, undivided. This suggests a life
that is consistent in faith toward God and wholesome toward others, morally and ethically. To walk in integrity
is to be undivided in devotion toward God and loyalty toward family, it is to be uncompromising in Godly
character and conduct.
Job illustrates a life that held to integrity. In all his troubles and losses his vow was clear: "Let me be
weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity." (Job 31:6). His heart was determined to
always honour the Lord. The result was doubled blessings and Godly children: "And the LORD turned the
captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before... He
had also seven sons and three daughters... And in all the land were no women found [so] fair as the daughters of
Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren." (Job 42)
J.C. Penny, the founder of the department store chain, attributes his success to the integrity that his
father passed on to him. This was an integrity founded upon a commitment to Christ that cost J.C. jobs and
promotions, but earned the respect of the business community and ultimately the success of his national chain of
stores.
Although such integrity is modelled by parents, each person must choose that path for themselves. In the
Proverbs text quoted, it is the just or righteous person who walks in integrity. Each person must come to Christ
by faith in order to be forgiven and declared righteous: "For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ." (Romans 5:17). God then builds His integrity into the believer through His word: "I gain understanding
from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path."
(Psalms 119:104-105 NIV)
Do your children see Godly integrity as a part of your-shelf?
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