A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 7
Ruth 2:192:19-3:3
“So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that
all the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi,
call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me
home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty
hath afflicted me? So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned
out of the country of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.
And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name
was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after
him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. And she went, and came, and
gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who
was of the kindred of Elimelech.”
The Crown of Diligence
Although some would say she is well paid for her responsibilities, even a casual glance at the pressures
upon the Queen of the British Monarchy would leave few envious of her duty roster. However, before we
dismiss the thought from our minds, a look at God's call to the queen of the home should stimulate new respect
for the wife/mother's of our land.
Proverbs 31:10-31 expresses God's high regard and holy intent for the virtuous woman. In this text she
is seen as wearing the crown of a dependable wife, as well as the crown of a diligent worker. The work ethic of
the virtuous woman is above reproach: "She ... works willingly with her hands." (v.13); She riseth also while it
is yet night, and giveth meat to her household,(v.15); She considers a field, and buys it: with the fruit of her
hands she plants a vineyard. (v.16); She perceives that her merchandise [is] good: her candle does not go by
night. She puts her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. (v.18-19); She makes fine linen, and
sells [it]; and delivers sashes to the merchants. (v.24)"
These glimpses of God's queen of the home portray a willing worker who enjoys her tasks, an early riser
who is eager to labour, a capable helper who finishes the job, an industrious labourer who is willing to learn
new tasks and expand talents, a conscientious producer who is concerned about quality not just quantity. With
those qualifications on her resume, its no wonder "her worth is far above rubies" (v.10).
A summary of the work ethic of this diligent worker affords an understanding of her motive for such
diligence: "She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness." (Proverbs
31:27). The crown of a diligent worker can only be wore by a queen who knows and accepts the duty roster of a
wife/mother's sacrificial love. Such was the case with a mother named Tillie whose sacrificial love reached the
news columns of the Chicago Daily Times. Tillie had scrubbed floors eight hours a day for 11 years to pay for a
$5000 reward that would lead to the release of her falsely accused son. Her efforts caused the courts to
reexamine the case, as a result her son was proven innocent and set free on Aug. 15, 1945.
In a day when society might look upon this picture of womanhood with disdain as selling oneself short,
a fresh look at the diligence of the virtuous woman from God's perspective should result in a renewed respect
for the queen of the home, and provoke new commitment to love for the household.
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