A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 6
Proverbs 31:1031:10-12
Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. The heart of her husband safely trusts her; So
he will have no lack of gain. She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax,
And willingly works with her hands. She is like the merchant ships, She brings her food from afar. She also
rises while it is yet night, And provides food for her household, And a portion for her maidservants. She
considers a field and buys it; From her profits she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, And
strengthens her arms. She perceives that her merchandise is good, And her lamp does not go out by night. She
stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hand holds the spindle. She extends her hand to the poor, Yes,
she reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of snow for her household, For all her household is
clothed with scarlet. She makes tapestry for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple.
The Crown of Dependability
"They say that man is mighty, he governs land and sea, He wields a mighty sceptre on lower powers
than he, But mightier power and stronger, man from his throne has hurled, For the hand that rocks the cradle is
the hand that rules the world". The world recognizes the value of a good mother, but is very much confused by a
definition of one. God's Word identifies the necessary qualities of a good wife and mother both by example and
exhortation. Proverbs 31 identifies some of the basic attributes and responsibilities which God has marked
Godly wives and mothers with. God share these with a view to challenging Christian women to fulfil their
responsibilities in His power.
God marks the queen of the home with the Crown of a Dependable Wife. She cares for her husband:
"Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She brings him good, not harm, all the days
of her life. (Proverbs 31:11-12 NIV). She cares for children: "She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food
from afar." (Proverbs 31:14 NIV). Through industrious and enterprising activity she helps meet her families
needs. Because of her living faith her family is prepared for trouble, she plans and builds a wall of protection for
her family: "When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet." (Proverbs
31:21 NIV).
The Godly wife/mother also cares for herself by keeping mentally, physically and spiritually fit: "She
sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks... She is clothed with strength and dignity; she
can laugh at the days to come." (Proverbs 31:17,25 NIV). She keeps herself attractive by caring for her God
given beauty: "She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple." (Proverbs 31:22 NIV).
Unlike Job's wife who lost sight of God through the tragedy that befell their family, the queen of the
home who conscientiously wears God's crown of a dependable wife will bring blessing. Such mothers have
their own reward. Abraham Lincoln said: "All that I am or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother", Benjamin
West said "A kiss from my mother made me a painter". Of Godly women, the Lord said: "Her children arise
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:" (Proverbs 31:28 NIV).

What is my response:
response:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

