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July 4
Romans 5:125:12-18
“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all
men, because all sinned–– (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness
of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. But the free gift is not like the offense.
For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one
Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For
the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many
offenses resulted in justification. For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more
those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ). Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.”
Living Death
Archaeologists who study the ancient Egyptian mummies have for years taken a unique, noninvasive
approach. With the use of X-ray, xeroradiography, and even advanced laser technology the state of remains can
be accurately determined without employing dissecting techniques (Prairie Overcomer). Thus the mummy stays
perfectly in tact. In this there is a portrait of people as they stand before God.
Although physical life seems in tact all people begin life in a state of spiritual death (spiritually
separated), before the living God. Scripture declares this to be so as a result of man's sin nature passed on from
Adam: "Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me." (Psalms 51:5 NIV),
"Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to
all men, because all sinned" (Romans 5:12 NIV).
In this state of death or separation, God assesses the heart of man; "For the word of God is living and
active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account." (Hebrews 4:12-13 NIV).
There is a unique difference however between the scientist who assesses the ancient mummy and God
who assesses the heart. The scientist looks, records and moves on. God sees, takes compassion and offers life.
This offer is made possible through the sacrifice and resurrection of His son. "For if, by the trespass of the one
man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of
grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:17 NIV).
This life begins with the penetrating eyes of Holy God rejecting people in their sin, and the loving heart
of God bleeding on the cross to wash away that sin. Christianity is personal acceptance of our state before God
and of the Saviour from God. Salvation is God breathing life back into once "spiritually dead" flesh and bones.
Christianity is the transition from death to life: "As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, ...
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.". (Ephesians 2:1,4-5 NIV). Praise God that His
interest in man goes beyond a noninvasive investigation, He takes the wraps off and cuts deep into the very
centre of our being and offers life.
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