A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 28
Proverbs 3:133:13-20
Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding; For her proceeds are better than
the profits of silver, And her gain than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies, And all the things you may
desire cannot compare with her. Length of days is in her right hand, In her left hand riches and honor. Her
ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her,
And happy are all who retain her. The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; By understanding He established
the heavens; By His knowledge the depths were broken up, And clouds drop down the dew.
ILLUSIVE CONTENTMENT
The story is told that once, when Diogenes was sunning himself, Alexander the Great visited him and
said, "Ask any favour you wish from me." Diogenes responded, "Please move out of the sunlight." To which
Alexander said, "If I could not be Alexander, I would be Diogenes." It would seem that Diogenes had found
contentment.
Contentment is a rare commodity, illusive for some to the point of denying its existence! Sidney Harris
once wrote, "The most miserable people I have known have not been those who suffered from catastrophes -which they could blame on fate or accident -- but those who had everything they wanted, except the power to
enjoy it." God speaks much about contentment in the Scriptures. Solomon pointed out that contentment
promotes peace: "Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife"
(Proverbs 17:1). Jesus said that contentment is not based on possessions: "Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15).
Paul reminded Timothy that the prerequisite for contentment is godliness: "But godliness with contentment is
great gain" (1 Timothy 6:6).
The key to contentment is escaping the world's materialistic attitude by seeing the true riches of
knowing God's provision. It is to choose to rejoice in His promised care: "...be content with what you have,
because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." (Hebrews 13:5 NIV).
Habakkuk demonstrated contentment with God's care. He trusted Him even when things looked bad:
"Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields
produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD...
The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the
heights" (Habakkuk 3:17-19 NIV).
This contentment is the privilege of those who have first accepted God's provision of salvation through
Christ: "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans
5:1), and have sought to daily lay their lives before God: "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for
you" (1 Peter 5:7).
Scripture states: "Happy is that people whose God is the Lord" (Psalm 144:15). Who could speak more
realistically about contentment in God than Alexander Solzhenitsyn. In "The Prison Chronicle" he says, "Don't
be afraid of misfortune and do not yearn after happiness. It is, after all, all the same. The bitter doesn't last
forever, and the sweet never fills the cup to overflowing. It is enough if you don't freeze in the cold, and if
hunger and thirst don't claw at your sides.... Our envy of others devours us most of all. Rub your eyes and purify
your heart and prize above all else in the world those who love you and wish you well."
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