A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 27
Psalm 85:885:8-13
I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and to His saints; But let
them not turn back to folly. Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell in our
land. Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed. Truth shall spring out of the
earth, And righteousness shall look down from heaven. Yes, the LORD will give what is good; And our land
will yield its increase. Righteousness will go before Him, And shall make His footsteps our pathway.
LIFE'S PEACE BRIDGE
There is a bridge at Niagara Falls adjoining our country to the United States that is appropriately called
"The Peace Bridge." The name symbolizes the free access and good relations between these countries. Tourists
from other lands describe this border as unique, they say "there's nothing like it in the world." Yet God's grace
has provided just such a bridge between God and man!
Paul's emphasis on grace as the foundation of salvation cannot be missed in the Epistle to the Romans.
Paul goes straight to the heart of the matter: "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:23-24). Justification
guarantees the believer an undeserved yet very real relationship with the living God as William Evens explains:
"Justification is more than pardon and forgiveness. It involves both these elements, but is more than these. It is
that act of God by which a sinner, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, is reckoned or counted righteous in God's
sight. and treated as though he has never sinned."
Although not deserving access and not contributing to the salvation that provides access, as grace
implies, a believer has the blessed assurance that no condemnation stands between him/her and God.
Justification, founded on grace, in turn secures a believer's peace with God: "Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). Such peace results from God the Father
seeing the walk of Christ, in His perfect life, as acceptable, and seeing the work of Christ in His substitutional
death, as thoroughly satisfying all wrath toward sin, thus putting an end to the strife between Holy God and a
sinner. Because the grace of God provides a salvation whereby no condemnation regarding holy law, and no
enmity regarding holy wrath, stand between the believer and the Father, unlimited access and continued favour
are the result: "By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of
the glory of God" (Romans 5:2).
The blessing of grace, as a means of salvation, has moment by moment implications in that the believer
has the privilege of God's ever available attention. His saving grace assures that there is nothing too small or
trivial to take to Him, that He never tires of hearing the believer's voice, that He is never too occupied to
concern Himself with the Christian's hurts, fears, decisions or confusion. Therefore, by the grace of salvation,
the believer has access to God's perfect understanding and counsel.
The moment by moment blessing of grace as a means of salvation is the guarantee of the believer's right
to a "Peace Bridge" without tax, without toll, without border guard, that leads directly to the residence of God.
Friend, have you crossed over that bridge?
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