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July 26
Genesis 3:13:1-8
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman,
"Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’ ?" And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat
the fruit of the trees of the garden; "but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’" Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. "For
God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And
they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

WAR AND PEACE
It has been reported that in the over 3100 years of recorded world history, the world has only been at
peace 8% of the time or a total of 286 years and 8000 treaties have been made and broken. The Bible speaks of
spiritual warfare that has seen no peace since creation, in which mankind is broken: "For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Ephesians 6:12).
Those who know Christ as personal saviour understand this warfare. Believer's in particular face the
onslaught of satanic attack and demonic oppression. For this cause Peter gives this warning: "Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour"
(1 Peter 5:8). A brief look at Satan's original attack upon man reveals the common tactics of this very real
enemy of believers. This encounter is found in Genesis 3 where Satan presents himself in "disguise" by
possessing a beautiful animal called a serpent. As Eve was undoubtedly captivated by the outward appearance
of the serpent, Satan took the opportunity to attack the Word of God. In contradiction of God's message to
Adam in Genesis 2:16-17, Satan first cast "doubt" upon God's word ("...hath God said", verse 2), next Satan
"distorted" the truth ("Ye shall not eat of every tree", verse 2). Finally this enemy of God "denied" God's
warning ("You shall not surely die", verse 4).
Herein is a clear lesson for every Christian; whenever something attractive comes along (even in the
name of Christianity itself) that challenges the clarity, integrity or authority of the Word of God - beware, Satan
is on the prowl! Paul gave such a warning: "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is
no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works" (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). As did Peter: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8).
James simplified the point of victory over Satan's tactics. He stated: "Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you" (James 4:7). Christ demonstrated this when he was tempted
(see Matthew 4). Had Adam and Eve succeeded in submitting to God and in simple obedience, refrained from
the forbidden fruit, Satan would not have gained the day.
The beauty of the Christian life is twofold: First, even when believer's fail, there is forgiveness and an
opportunity for a new start: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Second, even when battles are lost, the final victory has already been
won: "The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 15:57).
Christian friend, how goes the battle?
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