A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 22
1 Peter 2:12:1-10
Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire
the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as
living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief
cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame." Therefore, to you
who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has
become the chief cornerstone," and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being
disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out
of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.
On Being an Odd Number
A.W. Tozer made this unique statement that I have copied to put on my office wall: "A real Christian is
an odd number anyway. He feels supreme love for One he has never seen; talks familiarly every day to someone
he cannot see; expects to go to heaven on the virtue of Another; he empties himself in order to be full; admits he
is wrong in order to be right; goes down in order to get up; is strongest when he is weakest; richest when he is
poorest and happiest when he feels the worst. He dies so he can live; forsakes in order to have; gives away so he
can keep; sees the invisible, hears the inaudible, and knows that which passeth knowledge."
Peter describes believers in these words: "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Peter 2:9-10).
Although an "odd number" in the world's eye, when one considers the great privileges afforded to those
who put their trust in Jesus Christ, such as the privileges of sonship, eternal life, prayer, guidance, comfort and
joy in any circumstance, it would seem illogical that any Christian would deny His Lord, or denounce his
birthright, nevertheless, many do! Too many Christians, like Esau, sell their birthright for the pleasures of the
immediate. Like Esau, the bowl of porridge seems more sure than the promises of inheritance. Consequently, a
love for this worlds goods replaces a love for Christ and the pursuit of the temporal replaces the desire to live
with eternity in mind.
John gave this sobering warning: "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John 2). James reminds the
believer of the danger of pursuing desire: "every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
Do not err, my beloved brethren" (James 1).
Oh that God would raise up believers who would hold to the integrity of Moses. Of him it is said: "when
he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt" (Hebrews 11:24-26). Christian friend, are you as "odd" as you ought to be?
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