A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 18
Hebrews 2:12:1-4
Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if the
word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just
reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by
the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs
and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?
So Great a Salvation
"Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, snatch them in pity from sin and the grave, Weep o'er
the erring one, lift up the fallen, Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save." This great hymn, written by
Fanny Crosby is viewed by many today as antiquated, out of touch, and not "politically correct",
consequently it has been removed from many of the newer hymnals. Nevertheless, the hymn presents
truth as old as Adam yet as relevant as "good health" and straight from the pages of scripture - that every
human being has a need to be saved!
The terms saved and salvation occur 268 times in scripture. “evy” ( yaw-shah), the Hebrew word for
salvation in the old testament, and its new testament Greek synonym “swthria” (soteria) can best be defined
by the word deliverance. It cannot be ignored nor cast aside as too out of touch, that man stands separated from
Holy God because of sin, that sin holds man in bondage in this life, and that all mankind stands condemned to
suffering because of sin for eternity to come.
Although it may go against the grain of our pride and self sufficiency, scripture presents a clear and
logical answer for our helplessness. This is called salvation: First; "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23 NIV). Second; "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23 NIV). Third; "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16 NIV). Fourth; "For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that
no-one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV).
The great preacher Charles H. Spurgeon made this plea for salvation: "Can you think what must have
been the greatness of the atonement which was the substitution for all this agony which God would have cast
upon us, if He had not poured it upon Christ?"
"And can you grasp the thought of the greatness of your Saviour's mediation when he paid your debt,
and paid it all at once; so that there now remains not one farthing of debt owing from Christ's people to their
God, except a debt of love. Christ did pay at all, so that man is set free from all punishment, through what Jesus
hath done. Think, then, how great His atonement if He has done all this."
Here also is the Bible plea: "how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation,
which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him." (Hebrews 2:3 NIV). As
Fanny Crosby's hymn states: "Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save."
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