A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 17
2 Peter 3:143:14-18
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and
blameless; and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation––as also our beloved brother Paul,
according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own
destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand,
beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever.
Amen.
Instant Christianity?
In this day of instant coffee, instant breakfast, instant information and instant communication, there has
grown among the church a dangerous notion of "instant Christianity". Although salvation is a point of decision
based on faith and focused on Christ which Jesus described as being "born again" (see John's Gospel chapter 3),
this in no way defines an end!
As with A.W. Tozer, by "instant Christianity" I mean the spreading misunderstanding "which is born of
a notion that we may discharge our total obligation to our own souls by one act of faith, or at most by two, and
be relieved thereafter of all anxiety about our spiritual condition and are permitted to infer form this that there is
no reason to seek to be saints by character. An automatic, once-for-all quality is present here that is completely
out of mode with the faith of the New Testament."
This misunderstanding is centred in a faith focused on an experience rather than a faith founded in God.
As Tozer says in That Incredible Christian: "By trying to pack all of salvation into one experience, or two, the
advocates of instant Christianity flaunt the law of development which runs through all nature. They ignore the
sanctifying effects of suffering, cross carrying and practical obedience. They pass by the need for spiritual
training, the necessity of forming right religious habits and the need to wrestle against the world, the devil, the
flesh"
Instant Christianity dismisses the very core of the great commission as stated in Matthew 28: "Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything i have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age." Emphasis is added to indicate my point; believers not only have responsibility to "go"(the
usual emphasis of this passage), but to "know and grow!"
May these words from Paul's remove all doubt about the fallacy of "instant Christianity": "I want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him
in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all
this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of
me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have
already attained" (Philippians 3 NIV).
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