A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 15
Numbers 20:520:5-12
"And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? It is not a place of grain or figs or vines
or pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink." So Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the
door of the tabernacle of meeting, and they fell on their faces. And the glory of the LORD appeared to them. Then the
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. Speak to the
rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the
congregation and their animals." So Moses took the rod from before the LORD as He commanded him. And Moses and
Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water
for you out of this rock?" Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came out
abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank. Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did
not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land
which I have given them."

Lord give me patience!
There is a poster hanging in my office, given to me by the one person on this earth that knows me better
than any other - my wife. The poster is a prayer that states: "Lord, please give me patience... and I want it
NOW!" This poster typifies in a humorous way the not so humorous attitude of the impatient, and is a constant
reminder that patience is not one of my personal strengths.
If "lose lips can sink ships", then impatience can foul the whole fleet! It is not with pride that anyone
joins the ranks of the impatient. Consider where the impatience of Abraham led; a man who took God's plan
onto his own hands because "he couldn't wait for the promised child". The result was a divided household in
which there would be no harmonious coexistence: "For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the
slave woman and the other by the free woman" (Galatians 4:23). Consider Moses; he lost patience on several
occasions. This resulted in losing the privilege of entering the land that God led the nation to possess.
Fortunately for those of us who are a part of that sad troop of the impatient, God is not only faithful to
forgive as John reminds us: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9 NIV), but is producing in the believer His own character to combat
our weakness: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,"
(Galatians 5:22 NIV). For this reason, the Lord can adequately lead those who have trusted in Him to a better
way: "Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to
Christ Jesus:" (Romans 15:5)
As T.T. Carter wrote: "Only as we know what it is to cherish love when sore at some unkindness, to
overmaster ourselves when under provocation, to preserve gentleness during trial and unmerited wrong, -only
then can we know in any degree the "manner of spirit" that was in Christ."
The Christian need not ask for patience, through the indwelling Holy Spirit, every believer has the
guarantee of it. The exercise of patience involves a continual practice of the presence of God. Like all His
promises, each believer must accept the truth of the promise and turn to God for the claim of it in time of need.
While the world would seek to "count to ten", the believer has the great privilege of an ever present help to act
in the newness of their life in Christ. As scripture states: "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help
in trouble." (Psalms 46:1 NIV)
Patience for the believer is not a matter of personality, but of admitted weakness and choosing to rely on
God. May all who are prone to impatience find salvation through Christ and learn to practice God's presence.
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