A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 13
Romans 8:148:14-21
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs––heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. For I consider that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
The Great Source
There is an old legend that goes like this: "When Joseph was Prime Minister to Pharaoh (see Genesis
41), during the period of the famine, he emptied the chaff of his granaries into the river Nile. It floated on the
moving current, and the people down river saw it. It was only chaff, but it meant that there was corn in plenty
elsewhere. They were sure that if their strength held out, and they could reach that source, they would have
plenty to nourish their lives."
Similarly, the promises and principles of God's care evident in the scripture offer hope to every believer:
"For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope." (Romans 15:4 NIV)
However, as much as Bible Truth provides the very evidence of God's resources, their reality is not just
"chaff" on a river. No, the care and promises of God are, by faith, a matter of present possession: "Now faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." (Hebrews 11:1). This is so because God
himself takes possession of each believer. The Lord himself says to his own: "I will never leave you or forsake
you.", "you are the sheep of my pasture, …the apple of my eye". He calls believers His children, His flock, His
family, even His bride.
Salvation is not just the future privilege of heaven, it is the "making alive unto God" of man. New birth
is a new beginning, a new start in which body (the physical element of man), soul (the intellectual, emotional
and volitional element of man) and spirit (the immaterial element of man) are brought into fellowship with the
living God, whereby all His care and promises become an ever present hope reassured by His ever abiding Holy
Spirit. As Paul states: "The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are
children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ" (Romans 8 NIV)
In our world of spiritual draught and relationship famine, the evidence of the Great Source of
nourishment cries out from the pages of the Bible: "For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see
light." (Psalms 36:9 NIV) The invitation of the Lord Jesus still stands "whoever drinks the water I give him will
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." (John
4:14 NIV)
Finding the Great Source is not a matter of our strength holding out, it is a matter of taking, by faith, the
hand of God that is already reaching out to every soul: "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Revelation 3:20).
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