A Word in Season Devotional Guide

July 12
Deuteronomy 18:918:9-14
"When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the
abominations of those nations. "There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter
pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a
sorcerer, "or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. "For all who
do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God
drives them out from before you. "You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. "For these nations
which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not
appointed such for you.
Too close to the fence!
Growing up in the farm country of Southern Ontario presented its own forms of entertainment and
challenges unique to the region. One such "challenge" involved taking a stalk of green grain, stretching it across
the cow (electric) fence, and pushing it closer and closer to see who could take the biggest jolt for the longest
time.
Such behaviour is akin to the Christian who tries to live as close to the pattern of the ungodly world as
possible, it will not destroy but it will damage. The apostle Paul indicates that there are two places in which a
believer can choose to live; in Philippians 1:21: "For to me to live [is] Christ, and to die [is] gain.", or in
Philippians 2:21: "For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's."
Philippians 1:21 requires denial, discipline and dependence on the Lord. Paul gives the believer the
secret of its attainment: "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will." (Romans 12 NIV).
John shares the disappointment of living in Philippians 2:21. He says "... everything in the world--the
cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-- comes not from the
Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives for
ever" (1 John 2 NIV)
David shared the blessings of seeking the way of God: "How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high
and low among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast in the abundance of your house; you
give them drink from your river of delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light"
(Psalms 36 NIV).
Solomon shared the result of pursing the way of the world: "I became greater by far than anyone in
Jerusalem before me... So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it
is meaningless, a chasing after the wind" (Ecclesiastes 2:9,17 NIV).
Although the "cow-fence dare" was not life threatening (the fence used a transformer to deliver voltage
but little current), it certainly slowed you down for a while. (Please note that this kind of fence is not to be
mistaken for the high voltage security fences and should not be tried in any case!) Similarly, a Christian who
lives for self still lives, yet the best blessings of life are missed and the potential for fullness is at best delayed.
Christian friend, I dare you to "Live for Christ!"
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