A Word in Season Devotional Guide

February 6
John 15:115:1-10
"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. "You are already clean because
of the word which I have spoken to you.
"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is
withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. "If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. "By this My Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in
My love. "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love.
Raining Flowers
As these cold winter days drag causing "blue" days for some, Robert Loveman's poem comes to mind:
"It isn't raining rain to me, it's raining daffodils! In ev'ry dimpling drop I see - Wild flowers on the hills! A
cloud of grey engulfs the day - and overwhelms the town; It isn't raining rain to me it's raining roses down!"
I'm sure that every reader desires to have the kind of joy that can turn grey days into daffodils and that
can see the silver lining of every clouded situation. For most however it is simple wishful thinking. Yet, for
those who know the Lord Jesus as personal saviour, this joy can be a reality. Jesus said: "These things have I
spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and [that] your joy might be full." (John 15:11)
The pathway to this joy is made clear in the text by the repetition of the phrase "abide in me" (referred to
nine times in verses 4 through 10). To abide in Christ means to keep up a habit of constant close communion
with Him, to be always leaning on Him, resting on Him, pouring out our hearts to Him, and using Him as our
Fountain of life and strength, as our chief Companion and best Friend.
"Abiding", in this passage, is to have His Word abiding in us (verse 7), to keep His sayings and precepts
continually before our minds and to make the guide of our actions and the rule of our life (verse 10). "Abiding"
is to let the love of God rule our relationships and conduct (verse 12).
Such "abiding in Christ" brings the joy of answered prayer (verse 7), the joy of assured participation in
the work of God (verse 8 - "bearing fruit"), and the joy of sensing the love of God. This last joy is alone a deep
and satisfying privilege. The feeling of God the Father toward the Son is too high a thing for man to enter. Yet
such is the love of the Son toward those who believe in Him, a vast, wide, deep, unmeasurable love that passes
knowledge and can only be sensed in part by man and turns night into day, wipes tears from the eyes and
soothes the hurting heart.
Thoro Harris captured the wonder of this "joy of abiding" in the words to his song: "Who can cheer the
heart like Jesus, by His presence all divine? True and tender, pure and precious, O how blest to call Him mine!
All that thrills my soul is Jesus, He is more than life to me; And the fairest of ten thousand, In my blessed Lord I
see."
Even the winter "blues" can become a season of sunshine when the joy of the Lord is discovered. You
find it under "abiding in Him."

What is my response:
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_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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