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Earl’s Notes
November was a quieter month for us. Travel plans remain on hold due to Covid 19, health
issues were minimized with small med. changes, several days of snow fall provided a
beautiful scene without much travel difficulty, and bush maintenance provided a few cozy
campfire evenings. Course manual publishing continued with two completed books being
sent to African schools. Classroom ‘home teaching recordings’ has not begun because the
format and delivery means has not yet been clarified.
Although David and family are away each week day (boys’ schooling and parent language
training, dissertation writing and ministry preparation), we continue with good family times of
play and fellowship, not to mention the many laughs from the boys’ entertaining antics.

Here is A Word in Season
It might be beneficial, as the Christmas season rushes at us, and before we are overcome
by the chaos of activity, to take a look at the real "spirit of Christmas" as expressed in God's
Word: "Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness." (Philippians 2:5-7 NIV).
Although the manger scene is foremost in our minds, the wonder of the Christmas story is
the incarnation- God becoming man. Paul reminds us in the Philippians passage that God, in
the incarnation, denied himself. God the Son gave up what was rightfully His. As eternal,
triune God, the Son possesses full equality with the Father and the Holy Spirit, yet in the
incarnation He denied Himself that sovereign position. He did not cling to the honour and the
glory of His rightful position, an honour and glory that the angels fall on their faces before,
and all creation will one day bow to. Instead, His appearance among mankind was as any
child. Although the world has never brought forth such royalty, nor conceived such majesty,
this God-child was born in the humble surroundings of a barn.
Paul tells us that this denial was one of complete emptying by "taking the form of a
servant". Jesus the God-man did not become less than God in the incarnation. The word
"taking" emphasises an addition, not an exchange. Jesus was not emptied of the form of God,
but in becoming man, He was emptied of the manner of existence as God when He took on
humanity. Similar to the prince in Mark Twain's book "The Prince and the Pauper", God the
Son set aside the insignia of majesty, while retaining full royalty (deity). While on earth, Jesus
chose to operate in the will and power of The Father and The Spirit, laying aside independent
use of His divine attributes. This true spirit of Christmas, a selfless surrender to the Will of
God, was evident in the life of Christ from the humble manger birth to the cross where Jesus
bore the agony of the world's sins.
In a world of selfishness and self-centredness, where comfort takes precedence over
commitment, and convenience often rules over care, a reminder of the true spirit of Christmas
is certainly needed. Before the rush is fully upon us, take time to reread the Christmas story

(Matthew 1:18-2:23, Luke 1:26-2:20). As you read the texts, remember who it is that entered
into human history in such a humble fashion-- Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God. Remember
that this expression of humility and emptying was on your behalf: "And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a
cross!" (Philippians 2:8 NIV), then pursue the true spirit of Christmas in selfless surrender to
God.

Kathi’s Notes: The snow that fell this week will undoubtedly remain—having snow tires
on the car and chains on the snow blower is essential for safety in travelling and ease of
operation. No one enjoys being stuck in a snow bank! Are you prepared for winter? This leads
me to wonder just how grounded I am in the Word of God. Having that essential weapon ready
for use will keep me from being stuck in situations that lead to sinful behaviour. “Your Word
have I hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You, Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me
Your statutes” (Psalm 119:11,12)

ITINERARY: nothing scheduled at this point
SPECIAL NOTE TO PASTORS: If your church has been able to return to worship services and
you would desire us to share a live report or message from God’s Word, please contact us.

OUR CONTINUING AGAPE PROJECT
Izulu Orphan Project # 0762328
The Izulu Orphanage in South Africa has run out
of food and due to the Covid-19 crisis, they have
more and more families arriving at their gate each
day looking for help. The Orphanage distributes food
to the elderly, child-headed families, households with
no income, self-employed people and households where government grants were
still in process when the crisis began. There are so many that are suffering as the
country is in lockdown, and the Orphanage needs your help to prevent locals from
starvation. Approximately $50 Cdn. feeds a family of 4 for 3 weeks.
Make cheque payable to ABWE Canada, Indicate Project #0762328, send to ABWE Canada at address below
For additional information go to https://www.abwe.ca/support-gods-work/ways-to-give/

PRAISE AND PRAYER…we have all maintained good health through the epidemic
…once again I ask you to pray for the Lord to guide our labours of book publishing and video
teaching class recording.
Air Miles Assistance - Cooper Air Miles No. 80061781930
A practical way of supporting our ministry travel costs is by using our Air Miles number at participating
merchants. For those who have passed on your earned air miles to us, we thank you.
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